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At a Stated Meeting of the Board of Managers of the Penn- 
sylvania Institution for thb Instruction of the Blind, held 
on Thursday afternoon, November 2, 1854, a communication from 
Mr. Breck, announcing in feeling terms the death of our late va- 
lued friend and associate, Mr. Jacob G. Morris, who perished, it 
is believed, in the disaster which befel the Steamer Arctic, on 
the 27th of September last, and alluding to his noble and disinte- 
rested services rendered for so many years to this Institution, 
was presented and read. Whereupon — 

Judge Kane moved that this communication be placed upon 
our minutes, as a fitting expression of the unanimous sentiment of 
this Board, and that copies of the same be transmitted to the fa- 
mily of the deceased by our President: and this resolution was 
unanimously adopted. 

Judge Kane further moved, That a committee be appointed, 
whose duty it shall be to cause an appropriate tablet, with an in- 
scription commemorative of the virtues and services of the late 
Mr. Jacob G. Morris, to be placed in the large Hall of this Insti- 
tution : and this resolution was unanimously adopted. 

On motion of Dr. Morris, Mr. Breck was appointed Chairman 
of this Committee. Judge Kane and Dr. Kirkbride were added 
to the Committee. 

On motion of Dr. Elwyn, 250 copies of the memoir were di- 
rected to be printed for the use of the Board. 

From the Minutes. 

THEO. CUYLER, Sec'ry. 
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It being no longer doubtful that our very worthy 
associate, Jacob G. Morris, perished on board the 
wrecked Steamer Arctic, it becomes the melancholy 
duty of this Board, to take special notice of the sad 
event ; and suitably to testify their high respect for 
his memory and great regret at his loss. 

In doing this, they may be permitted to allude to 
the disastrous manner in which he perished. Mr. 
Morris sailed from Liverpool on the 20th of Septem- 
ber, in company with more than 200 passengers. The 
Steamer Arctic was of the first class, in size, strength 
and convenient accommodation. In seven days she 
had reached the Banks of Newfoundland; across 
which she was moving rapidly, through a thick fog, 
when, by a sudden collision with another steamer, her 
bow was stove in, and the vessel so much injured by 
the magnitude of the fracture, that every effort failed 
to keep her afloat, or to rescue the larger part of the 
passengers. Thus, on the 27th September, after a 
lapse of five hours from the time of the encounter, 
that splended ship, yielding to the increased rush of 
waters, was overwhelmed and sunk. In an instant 
the ship went down, carrying every soul on board 
with her. 

Far removed from all human aid, "I saw," says 
Captain Luce, -" moTe than two hundred men, women 
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and children, struggling amidst pieces of the wreck, 
calling upon each other and upon Almighty God, for 
help;" nearly all of whom sank, after a few convul- 
sive efforts, beneath the rolling waves of the sea ! 

The captain saw Mr. Morris, when the ship went 
down; and well remembers him. He was active in 
saving others, but fell a victim himself. 

Thus perished in the vigour of manhood, a fast friend 
of this Institution; a friend whose share in its admin- 
istration was always marked by zeal, ability and fidel- 
ity; a friend who gave a steady attendance at the 
Board of Managers and in its Committees for more 
than twelve years. A most valuable friend and co- 
labourer ! whose lamented and untimely death, we all 
bewail in the deepest sorrow. 

After devoutly commending his spirit to a merciful 
God, let us turn from this disastrous scene, and seek 
consolation in a brief review, now on record, of the 
good deeds, the living testimonials, of our lamented 
friend's diligent labour for the welfare of suffering 
humanity. 

Mr. Morris was first associated with us as manager 
in the month of September, 1842; but he was not 
called upon to serve on any of the standing Commit- 
tees, until after the. next annual election; when, in 
1843, he was appointed a member of the Household 
Committee, in which he uninterruptedly continued 
until his death. 

In March, 1844, he was placed on the Committee 
of Instruction; but not finding time to attend two 
Committees, he declined a re-appointment. 

December 5th, 1844, the resignation of Mr. Towar, 
the Principal, took place, when Dr. Patterson offered 
the following resolution, which was unanimously 
adopted. 



" Resolved, That until a permanent appointment be 
made of an individual to fill the office of Principal of 
this Institution, it be requested of Mr. Jacob G. Mor- 
ris to fill the situation of Principal ad interim ; and 
he is hereby authorized to act as such." 

Mr. Morris acceded to this request, and entered at 
once upon the duties of the office ; in the discharge of 
which he continued until the following March, when 
the Rev* Dr. John A. Vaughan was chosen Principal. 
During this period of three months, Mr. Morris per- 
formed the duties assigned to him, with punctuality, 
conscientiousness and ability. He gave his whole 
time from early morning until evening; devoting all 
the industry and energy of his active and operative 
character, to the well-being of the numerous inmates 
under his charge. 

For these valuable services, Mr. Morris refused to 
accept any pecuniary compensation. 

When he handed over, his trust to Dr. Vaughan, 
Mr. Breck offered the following preamble and resolu- 
tion, which were unanimously adopted, at the annual 
meeting of the Contributors (March 3, 1845). . 

" Whereas Mr. Jacob G. Morris, a member of the 
Board of Managers, has acted as Principal of this In- 
stitution for three months, and has conducted during 
that period, the current business of the house and its 
inmates, with fidelity fend ability ; giving entire satis- 
faction to the Board of Managers, by whom he was 
appointed ; and whereas for these services, thus ren- 
dered, he refuses to receive a salary; therefore, — 

" Resolved, That the Board of Managers, to be elect- 
ed this day, be, and they are hereby requested to cause 
one or more pieces of plate to be purchased for a sum 
not exceeding one hundred and fifty dollars, on which 
shall be inscribed the thanks of the contributors and 



8 

of the association, for Mr. Morris' , gratuitous ser- 
vices as aforesaid." 

At the meeting of the Board, in June following, Mr. 
Breck reported that the plate ordered to be presented 
to Mr. Jacob G. Morris at the last meeting of the 
Contributors, was now ready; and on his motion, it 
was resolved, that the President be requested to ad- 
dress a written communication to Mr. Morris; pre- 
senting him, in the name of the Association, with the 
plate which had been prepared. 

In accordance with the resolution, Mr. President 
Richards addressed the following letter to Mr. 
Morris : — 

Pennsylvania Institution for the Blind, 

Philadelphia, June 6th, 1845. 

Jacob G. Morris, Esq. 

Dear Sir, — In conformity with the resolution of the 
Board of this date, it is my agreeable duty to convey 
to you this silver waiter, with its appropriate inscrip- 
tion, as a tasteful and substantial testimonial by the 
Contributors and Managers, of their approbation of 
your recent services as Principal, ad interim, of this 
Institution. 

It has been the good fortune of this Institution, 
from its foundation, to have had zealous and devoted 
Managers, under whose auspices and care it has risen 
to its present eminence and usefulness. In the pro- 
gress of every similar Institution, peculiar exigencies 
arise, demanding peculiar zeal and service on the -part 
of some of its guardians. The sudden resignation and 
departure of the former Principal of this Institution, 
under circumstances exciting the anxious solicitude of 
the Board, required some peculiar sacrifice of time 
and attention on the part of its Managers. 

It was the promptness with which you acceded to 



the wish of the Board at this crisis, and the cordiality 
with which you sacrificed your personal convenience, 
and devoted your time and abilities to the delicate 
and important duties of the vacant station, renoun- 
cing, at the same time, your proper claim to the 
emoluments of the office, that commended to the Con- 
tributors and the Board this expression of their sense 
of the important good you had done for them. 

This memorial to you, accompanied, as it is, by the 
kindest wishes of all the Managers, must be greatly 
enhanced in value by the fact that your intimate asso- 
ciation with all the officers and pupils of the Institu- 
tion, has left a lasting and affectionate impression of 
your late relation to them. 

Accept the assurance of my personal gratification 
in making this communication, and believe me, 
Yours respectfully, 
(Signed) Benj. W. Richards, 

Prest. Penna. Inst, for Inst. Blind. 

To which Mr. Morris replied as follows : — 

Philadelphia, June 24th, 1845. 

B. W. Richards, Esq. 

President, &o. 

Dear Sir, — Your letter of the 6th inst. owing to 
circumstances of which you are aware, only reached 
me this day. I receive with great pleasure the silver 
waiter accompanying your letter, which was presented 
to me by the Contributors of the Pennsylvania Institu- 
tion for the Blind. 

When I accepted the situation of Principal ad in- 
terim of the Institution, to fill the vacancy so unhap- 
pily made, it was without a thought of compensation 
for my poor services ; and nothing but a sincere de- 
sire to promote the comfort and happiness of the 
B 
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pupils in whom I have always felt so deep an interest, 
could have induced me to accept an appointment of 
such responsibility. That I performed my duty in 
the trust confided to me, to the satisfaction of my col- 
leagues in the Board of Managers, will always be to 
me a source of the greatest pleasure. And I shall 
ever regard the tasteful and substantial testimonial 
received from you to-day, with feelings of great satis- 
faction. 

Very respectfully, 

(Signed) Jacob G. Morris. 

On the creation of the Home for the industrious 
Blind of this Institution, Mr. Morris was one of 
the committee of organization, and on the establish- 
ment of a standing committee for that department, he 
was named chairman. 

His usual zeal accompanied his labours there ; and 
so fully was, his attention given to the periodical 
meetings of that committee, that it is believed he 
never once failed to be there, unless when absence 
from the city or sickness prevented. 

Just before he sailed for Europe, in May last, he 
paid a farewell visit to the female class of the Home 
department, consisting of about twelve adult pupils. 
In taking leave he said to them, that he hoped their 
industry during his absence, would produce money — 
much money; enough to make them contented and 
comfortable. When he reached the door to depart, 
he added with paternal affection : " Adieu, my child- 
ren; may the blessing of health and happiness attend 
you: I hope to be with you again in November." 

I may mention here, that Mr. Morris had been in 
the habit of assembling, periodically, large numbers 
of the pupils, to whom he read for an hour or more, 
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the light popular literature of the day; and as the 
educated blind are both attentive and retentive, he 
found them observant listeners and good rememberers. 

In this way they were made acquainted with easy 
essays in morals, religion, and even in some branches 
of science. Books of travels and of fiction, when 
amusing and free from evil tendency, were admitted 
and read. 

In the Committee of the Household, he was an ear- 
nest working member. With its current and inciden- 
tal business he was always familiar. His mind and 
business habits fitted him peculiarly for the discharge 
of its duties. The accounts were examined critically 
and audited in every detail, even to minuteness. In 
this irksome division of labour, he acquitted himself 
in a manner properly appreciated by his fellow com- 
mittee-men, and deserving of a strong expression of 
gratitude on the part of this Board; and one of its 
members, intimately connected with our lost friend, 
pays his tribute of gratitude in the following words : 

" While we thus dwell on the faithful performance 
of his duties as a member of the committees into 
which the Board has distributed itself, for the more 
effective management of the concerns of this great In- 
stitution, we must not overlook the energetic, fearless, 
uncompromising manner in which he ever met the 
various emergencies which will occur in the progress 
of all human arrangements. Having calmly investi- 
gated the circumstances, and adopted his conclusions 
with decision, he firmly persevered in the course which 
he thought would best promote the interests of the 
corporation, and the welfare of the pupils. To this 
latter point his attention was turned with solicitude 
and care ; always accompanied by a delicacy and re- 
finement of feeling, which, in the exercise of true 
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philanthropy, shrinks from no personal toil, and 
shuns no sacrifice, however self-denying.' ' 

Mr. Morris had numerous friends, all willing and 
anxious, when called upon, to testify to his extraor- 
dinary worth in every walk of life. We can find 
room, however, for only a few, whose expressions of 
admiration and applause, are so much in harmony, so 
animated and earnest, that nothing hut a deep con- 
viction of their truth, could have suggested them and 
given them utterance. 

The honourable Judge Kane, who was for many 
years associated with him as a member of our Board, 
bears the following corroborative testimony to his 
strong and decided character : — 

"I was perhaps better acquainted than some of our 
colleagues, with the energetic moral courage, which 
he displayed on occasions when the well being of the 
Institution was apparently endangered. I had met 
him, too, in the management of several societies, and 
had full opportunity of studying his character, with- 
out being misled by the sympathies of intimate per- 
sonal relations. I should say of him, that I have 
never known a man, in whose keeping honourable 
trust was more secure. I have never known a man, 
more truthful, or more fearless, of warmer heart, bet- 
ter regulated judgment, or more exact fidelity, to all 
the obligations of social life. I regard his death as a 
great loss, not only to those of us whose labours he 
shared and guided, but to the entire community in 
which he lived, and in which every day was making 
him more effective and more honoured. I wish as I 
look round the circle he has left, I could fix with con- 
fidence on the man who is qualified to fill his place." 

The benevolent labours of the subject of this me- 
moir, were not confined to our Institution, We find 
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him on the contrary, performing in his day, the duty 
of an efficient Manager of the Pennsylvania Hospital ; 
Vice President of the Institution for Idiotic Children; 
Manager of the Union Benevolent Association, direc- 
tor of the Academy of Fine Arts, and member of the 
Philosophical and Historical Societies. 

His services in the Pennsylvania Hospital are so 
well described in the two following ' letters, that we 
give them entire and without comment. 

The first is from Lawrence Lewis, Esq., the 
President of that ancient and noble Institution ; and 
the other is from Dr. Kirkbride, who administers, 
with signal success, the affairs of the Branch for the 
Insane at Blockley. 

Philadelphia, November 13, 1854. 

Samuel Breck, Esq. 

Dear Sir, — I am in receipt of your favour of 9th 
inst. in which you express your desire to obtain in- 
formation that will do honour to the memory of our 
lamented friend, Jacob G. Morris. 

My intimacy commenced with him when he became 
a Manager in the Pennsylvania Hospital in the year 
1844. His services in that office, at all times, were 
invaluable, and I am sure I express the opinion of all 
my colleagues, when I say, that we have never had a 
more faithful and zealous member. Always perform- 
ing his duties with the greatest willingness and 
punctuality ; taking freely his share of the labour, and 
a full share of responsibility whenever required, and 
I know of no one, who expressed more sympathy and 
kindness for the inmates; particularly the Insane, 
which seemed to attract his especial attention. 

I never had but one business transaction with Mr. 
Morris, and that was conducted by him as you will 
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most readily suppose, with the highest degree of ho- 
nour and correctness. Neither have I had much so- 
cial intercourse with him ; those who had, no doubt 
highly appreciated it ; nor have I had at any time any 
correspondence with him, either at home or abroad. 

I lament that it is not in my power to furnish you 
with more acceptable information in answer to your 
inquiries. I can only add my sincere sympathy, and 
with very many friends I deeply deplore his loss, for 
I greatly admired and esteemed him. 

I remain, dear sir, with great respect, 

Your obedient servant, 

Lawrence Lewis. 

Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane, 

November 10M, 1854. 

My Dear Sir, — I have received your note of yester- 
day, and regret that I am not able to give you the in- 
formation you desire of our lamented friend Morris. 
The letters I received from him had special reference 
to our new Hospital for the Insane, in which he felt the 
deepest interest, and to carrying which forward to an 
early completion, he meant to devote himself with his 
usual zeal and success as soon as he reached home. 
He was a most valuable Manager of the Pennsylvania 
Hospital, and was especially interested in the Insane. 
Nowhere will his loss be more deeply deplored, than 
by those connected with this Institution. If I can 
learn any facts of the kind you desire, I will take an 
early opportunity of communicating them to you. 
Very respectfully, yours, 

Thomas S. Kirkbride. 

Samuel Brbok, Esq. Philadelphia. 

Mr. Morris was descended from an American an- 
cestry reaching to the days of Penn. The annals of 
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Philadelphia inform us that Anthony Morris was 
Mayor of the City in 1704 and 1739; and in 1747 
was elected for the third time. At a more recent date, 
one of his progenitors, Samuel Morris, greatly dis- 
tinguished himself in defence of his country and na- 
tive city, by partaking of the important victory at 
Trenton, in December, 1776. He commanded a troop 
of horse raised suddenly in Philadelphia, and consist- 
ing of men of fortune, unused to arms, but prompted 
by patriotism and the desire to aid in rescuing their 
country from its very dangerous position, formed 
themselves into a company of light horse, and fought 
bravely under Washington on the memorable occasion' 
of the defeat and capture of the Hessians at Trenton. 
As the company commanded by Captain Morris, has 
never been dissociated ; but has been in full vigour in 
succession during three generations, even to the pres- 
ent day, under the name of the First City Troop; and 
as their behaviour was exceedingly honourable in that 
their first action ; and forms, indeed, a bright passage 
in the military annals of Philadelphia, we give a short 
extract from General Washington's highly compli- 
mentary discharge at the close of the war, in a letter 
to Capt. Morris from head-quarters in Morristown : 

"I take this opportunity of returning my most 
sincere thanks to the Captain, and to the gentlemen 
who compose the troop, for the many essential ser- 
vices which they have rendered their country, and to 
me personally, during the course of this severe cam- 
paign. Though composed of gentlemen of fortune, 
they have shown a noble example of discipline and 
subordination, and in several actions have shown a 
spirit and bravery, which will ever do honour to them, 
and will ever be gratefully remembered by me." 

George Washington. 
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Mr. Anthony Morris, now living at a very advanced 
age, and a descendant of the gentleman of the same 
name, whose services in the early history of our city 
have been before referred to, was Speaker of the 
Senate of Pennsylvania at a comparatively recent * 
date, and was appointed Minister to Madrid by Pre- 
sident Madison. 

Mr. Morris, the subject of this obituary notice, 
was allied by marriage with the family of the greatly 
respected and well known philanthropist, Samuel 
Coates. 

Possessed of an ample fortune, he indulged in the 
purchase of various objects of Virtu; for he was a 
lover of the fine arts, and owned, perhaps, the best 
selected and largest private cabinet of coins in the 
country. He was for many years eagerly engaged in 
making this collection, especially in Italy and in Ger- 
many. At Rome, Vienna and Berlin, his success was 
such that he visited those cities again and again; al- 
ways adding to his antique treasure of precious metals. 
Other branches of the arts partook of his patronage. 

This brief memoir emanates from us, as a matter 
of duty and feeling. It cannot fail, as we hope, to be 
acceptable to his surviving brothers, sisters and'nu- 
merous collateral kindred. They will see in it, the 
high estimation in which his services in this Institu- 
tion were held; the great value set upon his many vir- 
tues ; and the bright renown gained by a life of bene- 
volence, and emphatic usefulness. The most cordial 
and lasting comfort of a bereft family, is the con- 
sciousness and knowledge of the well-spent life of 
their lost friend. 
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